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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES CITIZENS REDISTRICTING COMMISSION (LA County CRC) 

CRC MINUTES FOR REGULAR MEETING AND PUBLIC HEARING – July 28, 2021 

VIA ZOOM VIRTUAL CONFERENCE 

VIDEO FILE FOR ENTIRE MEETING POSTED AT: CLICK HERE  

Agenda 

AGENDA ITEM 1: CALL TO ORDER 

Thai V. Le, Los Angeles County Citizens Redistricting Commission (LA County CRC) Clerk, called the meeting to 

order at 2:03 p.m. 

AGENDA ITEM 2: ROLL CALL 

Thai V. Le took roll call. A quorum was present.  

Yes Commissioner Jean Franklin Excused Commissioner Priscilla Orpinela-Segura 

Yes Commissioner David Holtzman Yes Commissioner Hailes Soto 

Yes Commissioner Mary Kenney Yes Commissioner Saira Soto 

Yes Co-Chair Daniel Mayeda Yes Commissioner Brian Stecher 

Yes Commissioner Mark Mendoza Excused Commissioner John Vento 

Yes Commissioner Apolonio Morales Yes Co-Chair Carolyn Williams 

Yes Commissioner Nelson Obregon Yes Commissioner Doreena Wong 

AGENDA ITEM 3: APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

The agenda was accepted with Co-Chair Williams’s suggestion that Agenda Item 5 and Item 6 be moved to 

follow Agenda Item 7 (redistricting presentation) and Item 8 (public testimony). 

AGENDA ITEM 4: PUBLIC COMMENT—GENERAL– MATTERS NOT ON THE AGENDA – CO-CHAIR CAROLYN 

WILLIAMS 

This is the time for public comment on matters not on the agenda. Pursuant to state law, the Commission may 

not discuss or act on issues not on the meeting agenda, except Commissioners or staff members may briefly 

respond to statements made or questions posed. Staff may be asked to follow up on such items. 

 

https://youtu.be/dR4fnLWnZsQ
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Public comments made: None 

Public written comments: Public written comments submitted are posted on the LA County CRC website: 

redistricting.lacounty.gov. 

AGENDA ITEM 7: ACTION/DISCUSSION ITEMS – PUBLIC HEARING – PRESENTATION 

Co-Chair Daniel Mayeda and Commissioner Jean Franklin provided an overview presentation on what 

redistricting is and how the LA County CRC differs from prior approaches.  

AGENDA ITEM 8: PUBLIC HEARING FOR COMMUNITIES OF INTEREST (COI) INPUT 

A community of interest is a contiguous population that shares common social and economic interests that 

should be included within a single district for purposes of its effective and fair representation. Communities of 

interest shall not include relationships with political parties, incumbents, or political candidates. 

The Zone F zip codes include: 

90022; 90040; 90601; 90602; 90603; 90604; 90605; 90606; 90631; 90640; 90660 

Although the focus was on Zone F, members of the public from other zip codes were welcomed and made 

public comment. Attendees were asked to complete the Community of Interest (COI) Google Forms, in lieu of 

speaker cards. The written and orally presented testimonies the public provided are summarized as COI input 

during the public hearing and posted on the LA County CRC for ease of access of the public. Individuals 

interested in learning about the public comments made can either: 

▪ Refer to the COI Google Form summary (posted on the LA County CRC website for this public hearing) 
▪ Listen to the YOUTUBE recording of the public hearing for the oral comments; these comments will be 

incorporated into the overall summary across public hearings 

Speakers providing public testimony were: 

▪ Josselyn Perez (90022) – Lived in unincorporated area of East LA for last 22 years; also a community 
organizer. Area bordered by Whittier and Caesar Chavez Blvds. Residents are renters and small 
businesses that share similar language and culture and challenges (e.g., COVID-19). Many attended 
Garfield H.S. East LA and Commerce should be together but not with Monterey Park. 

http://www.redistricting.lacounty.gov/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PAGE 3 

 

 
 

 

▪ Matsya Malvaez – CHIRLA and People’s Bloc. Lives in S. Whittier, populated by Spanish-speaking 
immigrants who are working class and renters. Many go to Rio Honda Community College because it is 
more affordable. They share libraries and enjoy the Christmas parade. 

▪ Juan Hernandez (90023) – East LA College student. Working class residents who want to improve their 
community and families and seek renter protection. Similar to City Terrace but not Monterey Park or 
Montebello. 

▪ Jessica Panduro (90033) – Keep City Terrace, Garfield, Commerce, and East LA together, not Monterey 
Park. LA City resident involved with Inner City Struggle. Working class community concerned about 
housing (cost of renting). Many work as essential workers and impacted by COVID-1. Face immigration 
issues and technology gaps.  

▪ Masis Hagobian – City of Santa Clarita, Inter-Governmental Relations, speaking on behalf of the Santa 
Clarita City Council. Keep Santa Clarity with North LA County, Antelope Valley, and northwest San 
Fernando Valley (SFV). Share issues around water, transportation, wildfires. Also submitted a letter. 

▪ Dulce Martinez – East LA, high school student involved in Inner City Struggle. East LA consist of 
working-class renters facing eviction notices and COVID-19 challenges. East LA, City Terrace and 
Commerce are similar but are dissimilar from Monterey Park. 

AGENDA ITEM 5: CONSENT ITEMS (RE-ORDERED FROM THE AGENDA – DISCUSSED AFTER THE PUBLIC 

HEARING PORTION OF THE MEETING) 

Items listed under the consent calendar are considered by the LA County CRC Executive Director to be routine in nature and will be 

enacted by one motion unless a Commissioner requests otherwise, in which case the item will be removed for separate consideration. 

The Commissioners discussed the July 14, 2021, Draft LA County CRC Minutes of the of the regular meeting 

and public hearing. The Commissioners made a motion and approved the minutes. 

Motion Made: Commissioner Brian Stecher 

Motion Seconded: Commissioner Hailes Soto 

Outcome: Approved 

Yes Commissioner Jean Franklin Excused Commissioner Priscilla Orpinela-Segura 

Yes Commissioner David Holtzman Yes Commissioner Hailes Soto 

Yes Commissioner Mary Kenney Yes Commissioner Saira Soto 

Yes Co-Chair Daniel Mayeda Yes Commissioner Brian Stecher 

Yes Commissioner Mark Mendoza Excused Commissioner John Vento 

Yes Commissioner Apolonio Morales Yes Co-Chair Carolyn Williams 
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Yes Commissioner Nelson Obregon Yes Commissioner Doreena Wong 

The Commissioners discussed the minutes for the July 20, 2021, LA County CRC public hearing. The 

Commissioners made a motion and approved the minutes. 

Motion Made: Commissioner David Holtzman 

Motion Seconded: Commissioner Doreena Wong 

Outcome: Approved 

Yes Commissioner Jean Franklin Excused Commissioner Priscilla Orpinela-Segura 

Yes Commissioner David Holtzman Yes Commissioner Hailes Soto 

Yes Commissioner Mary Kenney Yes Commissioner Saira Soto 

Abstain Co-Chair Daniel Mayeda Yes Commissioner Brian Stecher 

Abstain Commissioner Mark Mendoza Excused Commissioner John Vento 

Yes Commissioner Apolonio Morales Yes Co-Chair Carolyn Williams 

Yes Commissioner Nelson Obregon Yes Commissioner Doreena Wong 

AGENDA ITEM 6: ACTION/DISCUSSION ITEMS – CO-CHAIR CAROLYN WILLIAMS (RE-ORDERED FROM THE 

AGENDA – DISCUSSED AFTER THE PUBLIC HEARING PORTION OF THE MEETING) 

Commissioner Brian Stecher gave an overview of the process the Ad Hoc Working Group – Demography to 

identify Subject Matter Experts in Racially Polarized Voting (RPV): 

▪ The Ad Hoc Working Group – Demography developed a task order, describing the questions we wanted 
the racially polarized voting consultant to answer. 

▪ Gayla Kraetsch Hartsough, the Executive Director, reached out to 23 subject matter experts in 
universities and to consultants who had done this kind of analysis, including expert testimony on 
redistricting cases; she contacted people directly and asked for referrals.  

▪ The Ad Hoc Working Group – Demography sent the task order to 6 Subject Matter Experts, and five 
submitted descriptions of their approach, qualifications, and referrals. 

▪ The Ad Hoc Working Group – Demography read all five proposals, agreed that all five were qualified to 
do the work, and three seemed particularly strong. 

▪ Commissioners John Vento and Brian Stecher (the Co-Leaders of the Ad Hoc Working Group – 
Demography) interviewed each of these three experts/expert teams. 

▪ Commissioners Vento and Stecher agreed that all three were well qualified, and decided that the team 
of Bruce Adelson and Jonathan Katz would be the best experts for the LA County CRC’s needs because: 

o They bring both legal and analytic expertise related to RPV 
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o They have extensive, directly relevant experience with the Department of Justice, the Arizona 
Independent Redistricting Commission, and other clients. 

o One of the team lives in LA County so he is easily accessible to the CRC. 

o They are enthusiastic about doing the work. 

o Their price was reasonable considering the range of bids we received. 

Commissioner Saira Soto requested the opportunity to see the Letter Proposal submitted by Bruce Adelson 

and Dr. Jonathan Katz, which is attached to these minutes. Other Commissioners identified the need to begin 

this analysis sooner rather than later because of the LA County CRC timeline. 

A motion was made and seconded to direct ARCBridge to subcontract with Bruce Adelson and Dr. Jonathan 

Katz to conduct “Analysis of Racially Polarized Voting (RPV)” in Los Angeles County. The motion passed. 

Motion Made: Commissioner David Holtzman 

Motion Seconded: Commissioner Jean Franklin 

Outcome: Approved 

Yes Commissioner Jean Franklin Excused Commissioner Priscilla Orpinela-Segura 

Yes Commissioner David Holtzman Yes Commissioner Hailes Soto 

Yes Commissioner Mary Kenney Abstain Commissioner Saira Soto 

Yes Co-Chair Daniel Mayeda Yes Commissioner Brian Stecher 

Yes Commissioner Mark Mendoza Excused Commissioner John Vento 

Yes Commissioner Apolonio Morales Yes Co-Chair Carolyn Williams 

Yes Commissioner Nelson Obregon Abstain Commissioner Doreena Wong 

A motion was made and seconded to rescind the LA County CRC’s prior direction to issue a revised RFP for 

Voter Polarization Analysis (VPA). The motion was approved. 

Motion Made: Commissioner David Holtzman 

Motion Seconded: Commissioner Brian Stecher 

Outcome: Approved 

Yes Commissioner Jean Franklin Excused Commissioner Priscilla Orpinela-Segura 

Yes Commissioner David Holtzman Yes Commissioner Hailes Soto 

Yes Commissioner Mary Kenney Yes Commissioner Saira Soto 

Yes Co-Chair Daniel Mayeda Yes Commissioner Brian Stecher 

Yes Commissioner Mark Mendoza Excused Commissioner John Vento 

Yes Commissioner Apolonio Morales Yes Co-Chair Carolyn Williams 

Yes Commissioner Nelson Obregon Yes Commissioner Doreena Wong 
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AGENDA ITEM 9: FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS – CO-CHAIR CAROLYN WILLIAMS (RE-ORDERED FROM THE 

AGENDA – WAS AGENDA ITEM 9.) 

There were no items to be placed on future agendas. 

AGENDA ITEM 10: EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT – GAYLA KRAETSCH HARTSOUGH, PH.D. (RE-ORDERED 

FROM THE AGENDA – WAS AGENDA ITEM 10.) 

Gayla Kraetsch Hartsough provided the following updates: 

▪ She outlined the structure, including the use of interpreters for English-to-Spanish and Spanish-to-
English, for the next public hearing on Saturday, August 7, 10:00 am, which will be in Spanish. Holly 
Whatley, LA County CRC Independent Legal Counsel, explained that additional time is allotted to allow 
for interpretation.  

▪ The roll of the training plan and redistricting software is still scheduled for August. 

▪ She proposed cancelling the September 8, 2021, regular meeting date because of Rosh Hashanah and is 
checking on the availability of Patriotic Hall to meet on either September 9, 2021, or September 14, 
2021. 

▪ In addition to the hybrid public hearings scheduled in August for SD 1, SD 2, and SD 5, she is working 
with the Los Angeles County Public Libraries to find sites for SD 3 and SD 5, focusing on areas where 
there will be greater challenges to access public hearings virtually (see map of proposed sites in red on 
the next page). 

▪ She addressed questions about the database being built to catalog public input from the COI Forms, 
written comments/letters, and public testimony – from December 14, 2020 (the start of the LA County 
CRC) on – to make it easier for Commissioners and the public to review and identify patterns. 
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AGENDA ITEM 11: ADJOURNMENT 

Co-Chair Mayeda adjourned the meeting at 3:52 p.m. 

 

To sign up for receiving future LA County CRC notices, go to: redistricting.lacounty.gov 

To submit input to the public hearings, including signing up for speaking before the Commission, go to: 

https://forms.gle/2SDZSxEuKNZ3ZU1KA  

22
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http://www.redistricting.lacounty.gov/
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ATTACHMENT FOR AGENDA ITEM 6: Action/Discussion Item – Letter Proposal 
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